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Summary

In this paper we present introduction and development of
some new analytical methods for identification of ana-
bolic steroids, their metabolites and certain hormones,
especially determination of exogenous testosterone by
means of gas chromatography-mass spectrometry.
Identification of central nervous stimulants and corticos-
teroides has been performed by high performance liquid
chromatography. 
In desire to achieve better results, to increase strength
and endurance, to sharpen reflexes and to reduce stress
and anxiety athletes as well as other people use different
pharmacological substances, hormones or even illicit
drugs. Use of these substances without medical supervi-
sion can lead to adverse effects to one's health or even
cause a death. At the same time, use of such substances
means a kind of cheat that could not be accepted. This is
why International Olympic Committee started at 1968
with official doping control that is permanently carried
out and continuously increasing number of banned sub-
stances. Doping control demands for discover and devel-
opment of new sensitive and specific methods for detec-
tion of banned substances and their metabolites in urine
and blood.

Doping control consists of two parts: sample collection
and analytical treatment of sample. Collecting procedure
varies depending on types of sports; it is different during
Olympic games and different on other competitions.
Sample collection procedure consists of system for ath-
lete's selection, their approach to the field station for
sampling, sample transport to the laboratory and docu-
mentation that trace chain-of-custody for each sample.
Sampling procedure is described in details since there are
the most possibilities for sample manipulation and gener-
ally this part of doping control has the most of athletes
complain.
Laboratory for doping control has its own characteristics.
It is similar to the laboratory for clinical biochemistry
qualified for pharmacokinetic studies of drugs metabo-
lism, identification of metabolites in body fluids, espe-
cially endogenous and exogenous hormones using spe-

cific sophisticated analytical equipment. Specific
demands for such laboratory are capability for identifica-
tion of large number of drug classes and large number of
chemically similar substances in each class. Ultimate
precision is absolutely necessary since consequences of
positive result reach individual competitor, his sport fed-
eration and country as well. Laboratories are rigorously
reviewed and evaluated through the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) reaccreditations and profi-
ciency programme. Drugs and metabolites are identified
using the most sensitive and specific methods and every
result is accompanied by complete documentation
obtained during doping control.
When the first large scale test were officially instituted at
the X Olympic Winter Games in Grenobl and the Games
of the XIX Olympiad in Mexico City in 1968 equality of
the treatment among athletes was easily established. As
there had previously been no rules, the International
Federations easily accepted those prepared by the IOC
containing the procedures and the list of banned sub-
stances. From that time up to now following prohibited
classes substances and prohibits methods are subject for
doping control: stimulants, narcotics, anabolic agents
including anabolic androgenic steroids, diuretics, peptide
hormones, mimetic and analogues, chorionic
gonadotrophin (hCG), pituitari and synthetic
gonadotropines (LH), corticosteroides (ACTH), growth
hormone (hGH), insulin-like growth factor (IGF-1), ery-
thropoietin (EPO) and insulin. Prohibited methods
include following procedures: blood doping, administer-
ing of artificial oxygen carriers or plasma expanders,
pharmacological, chemical and physical manipulation. In
certain circumstances, following substances are prohibit-
ed: alcohol, cannabinoids, local anaesthetics, glucocorti-
costeroides and  -blockers. 
Problems associated with abuse of anabolic steroids and
testosterone started during Olympic games in Moscow in
1980. At that time identification of these substances was
carried out by means of radio immunoassay (RIA). RIA
as the analytical method lacks enough specificity for
these classes of substances because it is not possible to
distinguish between   or   substituted cyclopentanoperhy-
drophenanthrenes and doping control demands for
unequivocal identification of substance and its metabo-
lite. So, Medical Commission of IOC decided that for
next Olympic games in Sarajevo and Los Angeles new
methods for anabolic steroid analysis should be devel-
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oped and introduced in routine. Quantification of exo-
genic testosterone and caffeine in urine should be done as
well, together with identification of corticosteroides. This
conclusion of IOC introduced quantitative analysis in
doping control for the first time. That caused another
problem for laboratory staff. Joint project of Sarajevo and
Los Angeles laboratories was to simultaneously investi-
gate determination of testosterone an anabolic steroids
using RIA and hyphenated system gas chromatography-
mass spectrometry (GC-MS). These investigations
demanded for modern equipment and Organizing
Committee of XIV Winter Olympic Games purchased
adequate high-resolution gas chromatography-mass
spectrometry system.
Quantification of exogenous testosterone was a specific
problem. Presence of exogenous testosterone significant-
ly influences normal hormonal profile of androgenic hor-
mones and their metabolites. Detection of these changes
was solved by tracing ratio of testosterone and its
metabolites androsterone and etiocholanolone, as well as
ratio of testosterone and other androgenic hormones:
epitestosterone, dehydroepiandrosterone, androsten-
dione, 5β-androstandione,  11β-hydroxyandrosterone
and 11β-hydroxyetiocholanolone (1-8). Significant indi-
cator of the presence of exogenous testosterone is ratio of
testosterone and epitestosterone in urine. If this ratio
exceeds 6 that means obvious presence of exogenous
testosterone. In this case, quantification was performed
by Single Ion Recording (SIR) technique that enables
simultaneous tracing of ions in correlation with their
chromatographic retention times, while other ions are not
registered. Single Ion Recording technique gains sensi-
tivity by approximately 3 orders of magnitude and at the
same time avoids registration of impurities from biologi-
cal matrix. 
In  table 1 monitored androgenic hormones are listed

with molecular ions of their trimethylsylil derivatives and
retention times relative to deuterated testosterone. Figure
1 shows fragmentograms of androgenic hormones in
urine sample oh healthy male.

During Olympic games in Sarajevo and Los Angeles
simultaneous analysis of steroids by RIA and GC-MS
were performed. After completed investigation, Medical
Commission of IOC accepted GC-MS as the official
method for identification of anabolic steroids and quan-
tification of exogenous testosterone (9-17), while RIA
was accepted as a screening technique.
High performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) was
introduced for quantification of caffeine in urine (18).
The definition of positive results is a concentration in
urine greater than 12 µg/mL. HPLC was also used for
analysis of pemoline (19,24,26) and other stimulants (9,
20, 23, 25). 
Identification of  -blockers and their metabolites was also
subject of our collaboration with Institute for
Pharmacology, UCLA, Los Angeles (27-30). 
Systemic use of glucocorticoswteroides is prohibits when
administered orally, rectaly or by intravenous or intra-
muscular injection. Some contributions in this field we
gave with investigations presented in different journals
(31-33).
Particular problem for laboratory for doping control is
accreditation by IOC. Accreditation is performed by
analysis of ten samples in exactly 48 hours, under super-
vision of IOC expert. Every result has to be absolutely
correct followed by complete documentation including
methodology and results interpretation.
Analysis in a doping control can be interfered by some
masking agents that could be intentionally added to the
samples. The best-known agents of such kind are bro-
mantane, probenecide and diuretics. There are some
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Table 1: Androgenic hormones monitored ions and their relative retention times



other possibilities for manipulation with sample, like
dilution by simultaneous use of diuretics, which put them
on the list of banned substances as well. Use of sub-
stances that change urine pH value making it acidic or
alkaline might slow down excretion of banned substances
and their metabolites. 
Great problem in analysis is presence of the substances
with similar chemical structure. These substances under-
go similar metabolic changes and some of them give the
same metabolites. This is the case with methyl testos-

terone and methandriol. Metabolic pathway of these sub-
stances is shown in figure 2.
Reliable identification of these substances is possible
only by identification of their metabolites and elucidation
of their pharmacokinetics. Presence of substances like
methyl testosterone and methandriol might lead to false
results and they are often used by IOC for doping labora-
tory testing during competitions.
Laboratory for doping control must have adequate equip-
ment, highly trained multidisciplinary staff, pure test sub-
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Figure 1: Mass fargmentogram of endogenous steroide hormones and their  metabolites of a healthy
man who did not use exogenous testosterone



stances, specific software, bank of spectra and different
analytical data including fragmentation pathways, molec-
ular masses and so on. Specific for doping control labo-
ratory is collection of so-called "physiological urines"
that are collected in different time course and that serve
for metabolite tracking. 

Figure 2. Metabolic pathway of methyl testos-
terone and methandriol

A team of 20 sub specialists carried out accreditation of
Sarajevo laboratory: chemists, pharmacists, biologists,
physicians and computer experts. Intensive preparations
were carried out for a one year and during Olympic
games 60 persons worked in laboratory (12 doctors of
science, 3 masters of science, chemists, pharmacists,
physicians, technicians).
During preparation of laboratory we made intensive col-
laboration with prof. dr A. Becket and prof. dr D. Cowen,
Chelsea College of Science, London; prof. dr Manfred A.
Donicke, Bundes Institut für Sportwisenschaft - Institut
für Biochemie, Köln; prof. dr V. Semjonov, head of
Doping control laboratory in Moscow and prof. dr Catlin,
Institute for Pharmacology, UCLA.
Collaborators from our laboratory were on education in
Institute Jo`ef [tefan, Ljubljana (at prof. dr J. Marsel and
prof. dr B. Kralj); in Manchester, VG Analytical
Education Center (now Micromass) and in Köln attend-
ing "Workshop in Dope Analysis of Anabolic Steroids".
We are taking the advantage of this opportunity to thank
them for their collaboration and help.

48 Bosnian Journal of Basic Medical Sciences III (3) 2003.

References

1. M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, B. Nikolin, Determination of testosterone and its metabolites in urine
by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry, Vestnik Slovenskog hemijskeg dru{tva, (33), (dodatek), 1986;
245 - 249.

2. M. Leki}, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Monitoring of the presence of exogenous testosterone in urine by gas chro-
matography - mas spectrometry, Farm.Vestn. 41, 1990; 17 - 24.

3. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, N. \urovi}, R. Ler, Pra}enje odnosa testosterona i njegovih
metabolita u urinu, U: 9. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslavije, Budva, 1984; Zbornik rezimea: 252/po 175.

4. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, Metoda pra}enja pojedina~nih jona i fragmentacija u identi-
fikaciji hormona spektrometrijom masa, U: 9. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslacije, Budva, 1984; Zbornik rez-
imea: 260/po, 180.

5. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, Pra}enje egzogenog testosterona metodom gasna hro-
matografija-spektrometrija masa, U: 27. Savetovanje hemi~ara Srbije, Beograd, 1985, Izvodi radova: AH-8,
114

6. M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, B. Nikolin, Odre|ivanje androgenih hormona i njihovih metabolita u
urinu spektrometrijom masa. U: Jugoslovensko savjetovanje iz op{te i primijenjene spektroskopije, Bled,
1986; Zbornik povzetkov: PG 4, 171.

7. M. Leki}, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Gasna hromatografija - spektrometrija masa steroidnih hormona, U: 10.
Jugoslovensko savjetovanje po op{ta i primeneta spektroskopija, Ohrid, 1989; Izvodi od saop{tenja: OM-5

8. M. Leki}, B. Nikolin, M. [ober, Gasna hromatografija - spektrometrija masa derivata steroidnih hormona i
anabolika, U: 4. Ljetna {kola i simpozijum o spektrometriji masa YU MASS-4, Donji Milanovac, 1990;
Referati, 49 - 63.

9. B. Nikolin, M. [ober, M. Leki}, Primjena spektrometrije masa u pra}enju metabolizma, U: ^etvrta ljetna
{kola i simpozijum o spektrometriji masa YUMASS -4, Zbornik, 1990; 35-48.

10. M. Leki}, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Identifikacija metabolita oksimetolona u urinu metodom gasna hro-
matografija - spektrometrija masa, Medicinski arhiv 46, (1-2), 1992; 5 - 7.

11. M. Leki}, B. Nikolin, M. [ober, Identifikacija metabolita 17-hidroksi, 7,17-dimetil-androst-4-en-3-ona
(bolasterona), Medicinski `urnal 1 (2), 1995; 96-105. 

12. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, E. Burun~evi}, Masena spektrometrija derivata metabolita fluoksimesterona i mes-
terolona. U: Savjetovanje hemi~ara i tehnologa BiH, Banja Luka, 1983; Sinopsisi: S - II, 70



49Bosnian Journal of Basic Medical Sciences III (3) 2003.

13. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, M. [ober, M. Burun~evi}, Identifikacija metandriola metodom masene spektrometrije,
U: 3. Jugoslovenski simpozijum o organskoj hemiji, Ljubljana, 1984, Povzetki referatov: R-94, 220.

14. M. Leki}, M. [ober, E. Burun~evi}, B. Nikolin, Masena spektrometrija steroidnih anabolika, Novija
dostignu}a u hromatografiji, Savez kemi~ara i tehnologa Hrvatske, Plitvi~ka jezera, 1984; Radovi: 13 st.

15. B. Nikolin, The application of RIA and GC/MS methods detection of Anabolic steroids. U: 2. International
Symposium �Modern Problems of Doping Control in Sports�, Moskva, 1985; Program: 6 st.

16. M. Leki}, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Identifikacija stanozolola, oksimetolona i oksimesterona metodom gasna
hromatografija - masena spektrometrija, 4. Jugoslovenski simpozijum o analiti~koj hemiji, Split, 1985;
Sinopsisi radova: 71 B.

17. M. Leki}, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Identifikacija metabolita bolasterona metodom gasna hromatografija - spek-
trometrija masa, U: 10. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslavije, Novi Sad, 1988; Zbornik radova II: P-BS-8

18. B. Nikolin, N. Bobarevi}, S. Lasi}, Pemoline and coffeine simultaneus determination by HPLC in doping
control, J. of  Pharm. and Biomedical, Analysis, 3 (4), 1986; 237.

19. N. Bobarevi}, S. Bobarevi}, M. Leki}, B. Nikolin, Identification of pemoline in urine Proceeding from first
International Symposium on drugs in competitive athletics, ´´Drugs in Competitive Athletics´´, Blackwell
Scientific Publications, 1991; 85.

20. M. Maksimovi}, M. Tandara, B. Nikolin, Vitakrom-TMN, new phase for the gas chromatography of stimu-
lants in doping control. Proceeding from first International Symposium on drugs in competitive athletics.
´´Drugs in Competitive Athletics´´, Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1991; 83.

21. B. Nikolin, R. Kne`evi}-Gruji}, A. Nikolin, Hromatografija supstanci sa stimulativnim djelovanjem i nji-
hovih derivata. U: 7. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslavije, Ohrid, 1976; Sinopsis: 15

22. B. Nikolin, A. Nikolin, S. Vr~evi}, Odre|ivanje supstanci sa stimulativnim djelovanjem i anabolika gasnom
hromatografijom. U: 3. Kongres sportske medicine Balkana, Ni{, 1976; Program: 14 st.

23. B. Nikolin, N. Bobarevi}, S. Lasi}, Hromatografija pod visokim pritiskom ksantinskih derivata i nekih stim-
ulanasa, U: 9. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslavije, Budva, 1984; Zbornik rezimea: 9/po.

24. B. Nikolin, S. Lasi}, N. Bobarevi}, Te~na hromatografija pod visokim pritiskom, U: 4. Jugoslovenski sim-
pozijum o analiti~koj hemiji, Split, 1985; Sinopsisi radova: 76 B.

25. M. Maksimovi}, M. Tandara, B. Nikolin, VITAKROM-TMN, new phase for the gas chromatography of
stimulants in doping control, U: 1. Internationale Symposium on drugs in competitive athletics, Brioni,
1991; Abstracts: 83.

26. N. Bobarevi}, S. Bobarevi}, M. Leki}, B. Nikolin, Identification of pemoline in urine, U: 1. Intermational
Symposium on drugs in competitive athletics, Brioni, 1991; Abstracts: 85.

27. M. Leki}, Lj. Kudra, M. [ober, B. Nikolin, Ispitivanje strukture metabolita alprenolola metodom gasna hro-
matografija-spektrometrija masa, Akademija nauka i umjetnosti BiH, 25, 1991; 307 - 315.

28. B. Nikolin, Lj. Kudra, M. Leki}, Ispitivanje metabolita beta adrenergi~nih blokatora metodom gasna hro-
matografija - spektrometrija masa, U: 18. Javni sastanak Odjeljenja medicinskih nauka ANUBiH (Dobivanje
kvalitetnog lijeka), Sarajevo, 1990;

29. M. Leki}, Lj. Kudra, B. Nikolin, Identifikacija metoprolola, atenolola i metabolita u urinu metodom gasna
hromatografija - spektrometrija masa, U: 4. Kongres ljekara i 1. Kongres farmaceuta BiH, Sarajevo, 1990;
Zbornik rezimea: 309

30. B. Nikolin, M. Leki}, M. [ober, Lj. Kudra, B. Mitrovi}, Identifikacija beta adrenergi~nih blokatora
metodom gasna hromatografija - spektrometrija masa, U: 10. Kongres farmaceuta Jugoslavije, Novi Sad,
1988; Zbornik radova II: P-BS-7.

31. B. Nikolin, S. Lasi}, N. Bobarevi}, Razdvajanje kortikosteroida te~nom hromatografijom pod visokim pri-
tiskom na obrnutim fazama, Pharmacia, 9, (1-2), 1988; 7-13.

32. S. Lasi}, N. Bobarevi}, B. Nikolin, Simultaneous determination of prednisolone, cortisol and dexametha-
sone in plasma using HPLC, J. of Pharm. And Biomed. Analysis, 7 (6), 1989; 777-89.

33. S. Bobarevi}, B. Nikolin, Farmakokineti~ka istra`ivanja prirodnih i sintetskih kortikosteroidnih hormona,
te~nom hromatografijom pod visokim pritiskom, U: 4. Kongres ljekara i 1. Kongres farmaceuta BiH,
Sarajevo, 1990; Zbornik rezimea: 312.


