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Dear Editor,
We thank Dr. Jian Xie for the valuable inputs on our article 

titled “Chronic mechanical irritation and oral squamous cell 
carcinoma: A systematic review and meta-analysis [1].” The first 
concern of Dr. Xie was that we had included two studies that 
were based on the same population. We re-examined these 
articles, one was published in 2010 [2] and the other in 2017 
[3] by the same group of authors. Given the significant time dif-
ference between the two articles, we did not want to presume 
they were from the same sample population. There is no clear 
evidence that they are from the same sample population.

The second and the third comment were the differ-
ences in the risk of oral cancer concerning specific popula-
tions/culture/lifestyle. We agree with this point and that a 
statistical analysis to avoid the confounding factors would 
be vital. Elimination or accounting for the confounders 
through statistical analysis must have been performed by 
the individual studies. As authors of the systematic review, 
we have provided the results of the studies with emphasis 
on the limitations including the significance of confounders 
and how it could induce bias in the inference. The extent of 
the analysis performed in a systematic review depends pri-
marily on the extent of the data analysis performed by the 
included studies. Thus, the analysis performed in the sys-
tematic review was largely restricted to the limited infor-
mation provided by the individual studies included in the 
review.
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